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it is, the less religious it is. In Brahminism and Buddhism we perceive how a deep sense of the evils of the present life, and a vivid fear of the evils which may be endured in the future phases of existence, may cause men to yearn intensely and to labour earnestly for the extinction of personality, or even for utter annihilation, but the absolute Being of the one system and the absolute Fate of the other are alike unloved. The mystical piety of India, when strictly pantheistic, knows nothing of the gratitude for Divine mercy and the trust in Divine righteousness which characterise evangelical piety. Instead of love and communion in love, it can only commend to us the contemplation of an object which is incomprehensible, devoid of all affections, and indifferent to all actions. When feelings like love, gratitude, and trust are expressed in the hymns and prayers of Hindu worship, it is in consequence of a virtual denial of the principles of pantheism ; it is because the mind has consented to regard as real what it had previously pronounced illusory, and to personify what it had declared to be impersonal. Hinduism holds it to be a fundamental truth that the absolute Being can have no personal attributes, and yet it has not only to allow but to encourage its adherents to invest that Being with these attributes, in order that by thus tern-